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DATES TO REMEMBER
Friday, January 24

No School for Students  
Staff In-Service/Clerical Day

Thursday, February 13 Monday, February 17
Board of Directors  
 Regular Meeting  

6:30 p.m., South Park  
High School Cafeteria

No School for Students  
Presidents Day

Act 80 Day
*Possible Make-Up Day

Thursday, January 23
End of Second Quarter

ANIMAL POUCHES ON THEIR WAY  
TO FIRE-RAVAGED AUSTRALIA

After learning of the devastating brush fires in Australia, Ms. Bersamina and her fourth 
grade gifted students wanted to think of a way to help with wildlife rescue. Since 
returning from winter break, Ms. Bersamina and her students have been working to 
create joey kangaroo pouches to send to Australia.

Following material and size guidelines set by the Animal Rescue Craft Guild, the 
students created patterns of all different sizes, cut the fabric and helped organize 
the materials. Ms. Bersamina sewed all of the pieces together to make the pouches. 
Together they made 112 pouches which are enough for 56 animals. Those pouches 
range in size from XXS for sugar gliders up to medium/large for koalas and even up to 
XXL for older kangaroo joeys. 

Other students at South Park Elementary Center were involved by creating paper 
hearts with thoughts of encouragement to go inside of the pouches. A card was also 
sent from the entire school. 

The pouches will be distributed 
across Australia to various wildlife 
organizations like Sydney Wildlife 
Rescue, Wildlife Arc and Save Our 
Wildlife Foundation.

Ms. Bersamina and her students plan 
to continue making and sending 
pouches for as long as they are 
needed.

CHEERLEADERS 
FINISH IN THIRD 
PLACE AT STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Congratulations to the South Park High 
School cheerleaders who finished in 
third place in the PIAA Competitive 
Spirit Championships in Hershey on 
January 10 and 11. The cheerleaders 
advanced to the state championship 
after claiming the WPIAL title in early 
January. The cheerleaders competed 
against more than 50 schools in the PIAA 
championships. They finished just .01 
points from second place.

Great job, cheerleaders!

WRESTLERS 
PLACE AT COUNTY 
TOURNAMENT
Congratulations to Joey Fischer who 
took first place in his weight class at the 
Allegheny County Wrestling Tournament 
last weekend. Anthony Weil finished in 
seventh place in his weight class.

The tournament was held at Fox Chapel 
High School. 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
https://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
https://twitter.com/spsdinfo
https://twitter.com/spsdinfo
https://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
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SOUPER BOWL 
CHALLENGE KICKS 
OFF AT SPEC

The 2020 Souper Bowl Challenge is now 
underway at South Park Elementary 
Center. Students can bring in cans 
of soup for the Greater Pittsburgh 
Community Food Bank through January 
31. The winning homeroom will claim 
the Souper Bowl title and be treated 
to an ice cream sundae party. For more 
details, click here.

NEWLY CREATED HIGH SCHOOL 
BOCCE TEAM READY TO ROLL

After weeks of practice, the new South Park High School Unified Indoor Bocce team is 
ready for its first competition.

The bocce program is part of the Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools 
program to promote and strengthen inclusion and acceptance in schools. The three 
components of the program are Interscholastic Unified Sports, inclusive youth 
leadership and whole school engagement. The Unified Champion Schools program 
brings together students with and without disabilities to build teamwork and 
friendships while learning and playing the sport and, of course, having fun. There are 
nearly a dozen local districts that have partnered with Special Olympics Pennsylvania 
to form a unified bocce team. The Special Olympics Interscholastic Unified Sports 
program is supported by the PIAA and the Bureau of Special Education of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education.

The Unified Bocce team is led by coaches Mr. Hufnagel, Mr. Pastorius and Ms. Carey. 
For more than a month, the team has practiced throughout South Park High School, 
in the cafeteria, gym and halls. 

Tomorrow, they will compete together for the first time at Moon Area High School at 
3 p.m. The team will participate in three competitions, plus a regional championship, 
during this inaugural season. The home competition will take place on Wednesday, 
February 12 at 3:30 p.m. at South Park High School. Go Eagles!

KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION TO 
BEGIN IN FEBRUARY

PLEDGING NOW 
OPEN FOR THE SPEC 
GLOW RUN
It’s time to pledge for the second annual 
South Park Elementary Center Glow Run! 
To learn more details about how you can 
help South Park Elementary Center and 
the South Park Elementary Center PTO 
reach their goals, click here.

THIS LEAP DAY, GO BACK 100 YEARS!

JOIN THE SOUTH PARK 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION AT

CASINO NIGHT
DINNER BUFFET     LIVE 1920s MUSIC     PREMIUM RAFFLES

CLICK HERE FOR TICKET INFORMATION

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29     SOUTH HILLS COUNTRY CLUB

https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/912417/districts/573
https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/911333/districts/573
https://www.southparkeducation.foundation/casino-night-2020


MINI-THON COMING TO SOUTH PARK  
HIGH SCHOOL THIS SPRING
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Something big is coming to South Park High School this spring. South Park High 
School students are preparing to embark on a journey to organize a Four Diamonds 
Mini-THON in April.

South Park High School is one of more than 285 schools that have made a 
commitment to spreading awareness and raising funds for childhood cancer research 
and patient care and support at Penn State Children’s Hospital. Four Diamonds is 
a fund within The Pennsylvania State University, and Four Diamonds’ not-for-profit 
status is provided through Penn State’s status as a land grant institution and an 
instrumentality of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

High school students Nicole Fytton, Jessica 
Joos, Maddy Kinevy and Cassie Klocek are 
this year’s Mini-THON officers. Mrs. Hecht 
and Mrs. Sciullo are working with the 
students to make this new effort a success.

There will be fundraising opportunities 
every month. These efforts include district-
wide penny wars, restaurant nights, 
district-wide staff dress down days and a 
blue out t-shirt sale.

Students have already begun their 
fundraising efforts by having a 
competition between classes during 
Festivus week to see who could raise 
the most money.  High school teachers 
and staff raised $110, juniors raised $72, 
seniors raised $63, sophomores raised $33 
and freshmen raised $15 for a total of $291 
collected for the Mini-THON. 

South Park High School’s Mini-THON will be Friday, April 24 in the high school 
gymnasium and aux gym. With this being the first year, the students’ goal is to have 
200 high school students participate and to raise $5,000. 

In the coming months, South Park students will work to raise money for the Four 
Diamonds Fund. Students form teams to fundraise ahead of the April Mini-THON. At 
the event, students will celebrate with music, dancing, games, food and more.

To learn more about the South Park High School Mini-THON or to donate, click here. 
Also, follow spminithon on Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat and Facebook for updates.

For the Kids!

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
STUDENTS COMPETE 
IN HOOP SHOOT

Earlier this month, South Park Middle 
School students who previously qualified 
during physical education classes 
competed in the Elks National Hoop 
Shoot. Zackery DeLong won the 10-11 
year old boys’ competition, while Rachel 
Skultety finished first and Reese Katich 
finished second in the 10-11 year old 
girls competition. Zackery and Rachel 
each advanced to the next round of the 
Hoop Shoot competition at Westminster 
College.

CAMP INVENTION 
RETURNS THIS JULY
Imaginations will soar in the all-new 
Camp Invention program, Elevate! 
Campers in grades K-6 will collaborate 
in hands-on STEM activities exploring 
concepts of flight, Earth’s ecosystems 
and sports innovations! Visit invent.org/
camp or call 800-968-4332 to register. 
Use promo code SUM25 to save $25 
(expires 3/31) or SUM15 to save $15 
(expires 5/12). Contact SPEC teacher / 
Camp Invention director Melanie Dean 
at melanie.dean@sparksd.org for more 
information or questions! The camp will 
be held July 13-17.

https://fourdiamonds.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=2828
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SOUTH PARK 
ALUMNA SPEAKS TO 
MUSIC STUDENTS

South Park alumna Patricia Mahfood 
visited several of Mrs. Barbone’s high 
school classes on Friday, January 10. 
Patricia is studying music therapy. She 
spoke with current South Park students 
about music therapy as a college major 
and profession and led the classes in 
several music activities.

FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS STARGAZE  
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DAY

The Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh brought the Pittcon Planetarium to South 
Park Elementary Center on Friday, January 17. Fourth graders got to go inside the 14-
feet tall, portable planetarium for a 30-minute presentation. During the presentation, 
they observed the sky, various constellations and stars and planets from any point on 
the surface of the earth at any year or time of the day. 

JUNIOR RECEIVES 
HONORABLE 
MENTION IN 
CONTEST
South Park junior Cole O’Connor 
received an honorable mention in the 
Next Gen Personal Finance PAYBACK 
challenge. More than 900 students from 
across the country submitted essays 
earlier this school year. 

Cole is in Mrs. Hecht’s college and career 
readiness class. Next Gen Personal 
Finance is used in the class to help 
students thrive in their futures.
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SWIM TEAM RECOGNIZES  
FACULTY AND STAFF

The South Park High School swim team held its first teacher and staff appreciation 
night on Thursday, January 9. The senior members of the team each chose someone 
who made an impact on them and invited them to attend. Mr. Dellarose, Mr. 
Hufnagel, Mr. Levdansky and Mrs. Shirey were each recognized during a ceremony 
before the meet.


